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History of USDA-NRCS

o Soil Conservation Service (1935)
o Natural Resources Conservation Service (1994)
o Soil & Water Conservation Districts



USDA
Farm Bill 
Programs

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

•Conservation Implementation Strategies – locally directed focus areas for funding pools
•High Tunnel Initiative, Organic Initiative, Organic Transition Initiative
•Inflation Reduction Act

EQIP – Conservation Incentive Contract (EQIP-CIC)

•Meant to act as a stepping-stone between EQIP and CSP
•Annual management payments plus associated practices

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

•Participants earn annual payments to maintain existing conservation systems and adopt additional 
enhancements to bring their conservation efforts to the next level.

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)

•Part of the Conservation Reserve Program run by the Farm Service Agency (FSA) – provides annual 
rental payments to take marginal pastureland out of production to restore degraded riparian 
zones and wetlands

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) – Wetland Reserve 
Easements (WRE) & Healthy Forest Reserve Program (HFRP)

•Protect, restore, and enhance wetlands and forests through conservation easements.



EQIP funding through Conservation Implementation Strategies (CIS) to address priority natural 
resource concerns in specific watersheds and landscapes across the state



Farm Bill Programs
Environmental Quality Incentive Program

Cost share 
funding for 
conservation 
practices on 
working lands
Organic
Organic 
Transition

Sauvie Island Organics, photo by Tracy Robillard



Practices for pollinators
cover crop

Increase diversity 
with mix of 3 or 
more species or 
with rotating 
winter and 
summer covers



Top cover crops for pollinators

Chickling vetch Safflower

Buckwheat Lacy phacelia Sunflower

BrassicasClovers



Practices for pollinators
conservation cover

Permanent 
cover between 
rows in 
vineyards and 
orchards
Can include 
native species

Illahe Vineyards, photo by T. Robillard



Practices for pollinators
hedgerow
Pollinators, 
beneficial insects, 
birds, & buffer

Photo by Mace VaughanScholls Valley Native Plant Nursery, photo by D. Moberg



Practices for pollinators 
beetle banks

Mounded berm, 
densely-planted to 
perennial bunch grasses 

Resting & overwintering 
habitat for beetles, 
spiders and other 
beneficial insects that 
attack crop pests

Gathering Together Farm, photo by Gwendolyn Ellen



Practices for pollinators
riparian forest

Native trees and 
shrubs for 
pollinator habitat



Practices for pollinators
wildlife - oak savannah

Oak 
understory 
provides 
habitat for 
pollinators 
and other 
wildlife



Farm Bill Programs
Conservation Stewardship Program

“Enhancements” 
available to improve 
pollinator habitat and 
extend buffer areas
Modest annual 
payments ($4,000 
minimum) for 5 years



Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP)

Goal: restore, enhance, 
and maintain riparian 
zones in agricultural 
areas
Diverse plantings of 
native trees and shrubs 
along stream corridors

CREP planting at Duyck Farm, photo by Tualatin SWCD



Farm Bill Programs
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program

Easements to 
protect farmland or 
restore wetlands



Practices for pollinators
wetland restoration

Wet 
prairie 
is a 
focus



Plant Selection Criteria: Site Conditions

Precipitation amounts/timing 
Sunlight/shade
Soil texture/depth
Drainage - winter ponding/flooding
Other site factors (powerlines, underground pipes/lines, 

property boundaries, right-of-ways, buildings, etc.)



•18

The Case for Going Native

Native plants:
Are adapted to the local soils and climate
Are not likely to become invasive
Generally require less long-term maintenance
Co-evolved with local insects and wildlife



Oregon Flora Gardening with Natives
oregonflora.org/garden



Native Annuals for Direct Seeding

Clockwise from top left: miniature lupine, Douglas’ meadowfoam, bluehead gilia, large-flowered collomia, rosy seablush, 
five-spot, baby blue eyes, California poppy, common madia, and farewell to spring



Native Perennial Forbs for Direct Seeding
Late SeasonMid-season

Clockwise from top left: riverbank lupine, Western yarrow, slender cinquefoil, goldenrods, gumweeds, asters, checkermallows, 
Oregon sunshine, and lanceleaf selfheal
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A Word of Caution About
“Native” Pollinator Seed Mixes
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Native Shrubs/Trees – Propagation by Cuttings

>90%

50-90%

30-50%

Clockwise from top left, >90% group: willows, Pacific ninebark, Douglas spirea, black twinberry, snowberry, and redosier dogwood. 
50-90% group: mock orange, salmonberry, red elderberry, and coyotebrush. 30-50% group: osoberry, red flowering currant



Native Perennials– Bareroot/Container

Clockwise from top left: Oregon grape, native roses, thimbleberry, evergreen huckleberry, vine maple, cascara, blue elderberry, 
black chokecherry, native milkweeds, and oceanspray 



Other Non-Native Insectary Plants

Clockwise from top left: cilantro, calendula, lavender, sage, alyssum, chamomile, marigold, borage and other culinary herbs



Oregon Silverspot Butterfly Conservation
Lincoln Soil & Water Conservation District



Salt spray seaside meadow restoration
Safe Harbor Agreement between Lincoln SWCD & USFWS



Contact LSWCD at (541) 265-2631 or info@lincolnswcd.org
http://www.lincolnswcd.org/osb.html 

Host Plants: Early Blue Violet, Canada Goldenrod, Dune Goldenrod, Pearly Everlasting, California 
aster, Douglas Aster, Yarrow, Douglas Iris, Dune Thistle

mailto:info@lincolnswcd.org
http://www.lincolnswcd.org/osb.html


Publications & Technical Resources





https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/or/home/

Contact us: “Oregon NRCS My County”

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/or/home/


Questions?

Annie Marion

District Conservationist

Anna.Marion@usda.gov

(541) 563-5627

mailto:Anna.Young-Mathews@usda.gov


Non-Discrimination Statement
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in 
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, 
marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, 
or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by 
USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program 
or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay 
Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages 
other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, 
AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or 
write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the 
form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or 
letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) 
email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Helping People Help the Land

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
http://program.intake@usda.gov/
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